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”}f;President Diel, 'hose regime has

-ajor crises since the Binh Xuyer

,mvere driven out of Saigon last spring, has %

"B. Delay in setting date for election
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tinully announced dnte (4 larch) fox long- :

pro-ised assenbly elections.

A. First job for 123 assembly members will
be approval of—government—drafted '

constitution.

- abasie k Brgy U e

(first scheduled for Dec '55) has been
caused by government's careful prepara-
tions, aimed at keeping everything unde
control,.

1. Control efforts have alienated num-
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ber of former pro- government elemewﬂ

brought charges of dictatorshiip
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argainst Dienr.
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2. However, Diem justifies tight con- iy

trols on grounds his government stilI

at war with Viet linh._

(in southwest) has been bucked-up by
Viet Minh aid, guidance.

In clash with Hoa Hao oﬁ 13 Jan, Viet-
namese army suffered heaviest'casualtieé
in any single action since end of war ‘
(61 killed and missing, dncluding Bat-

talion commander).
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Army now has more than 20,000 troops

deployed auvainst some 3,200 Hoa Hao.
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PR timetable:

IV.~vViet Minh effort apparently not’tiad to any Il

A. Hanoi violently denounced Diem’'s march
el-ctions oplans as US-inspried plot to

oot uay tacation ftfork, Calis for
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,ments made by Erance at 'sqmqeqeygié

conference.

L .

‘'B. French have neither intention nor capa-{

bility of meeting these commitmevn'ts:

Expediticnar: Corps dosn to ancut
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_D§%m has asked for complet

drawal of Corps, anticipa

his relations with Egench gO

will be more d#fficﬁlt if-EépﬁBY a)
_ Front is instalied.'ig » :
2f Such a government 1n ‘paris might
complicate matters by new emphag}gf'
on Sainteny mission, dip}omatic’ |
pressure for strict adherence toO
Geneva termsS.
But, alth‘c’)ugh future of ICC is cloudly,

eve'n Indians-—who chair jt-—-appear to

recognize all-VYietnam elections novw -

virtually out of question.
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